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Remarks of MEC VR Shongwe on the Memorial Service of the 25 Victims of the 
Train/Truck Accident in Komatipoort on the 19th of July 2012. 

 

The Head of Department 

Executive Mayor of Nkomazi Municipality 

Members of Mayoral Councils   

The General Manager: Traffic Management 

The General Manager: Crime Prevention and Community Police Relations, 

Representative from Road Accident Fund 

Representative from Transnet 

Ladies and gentlemen, Good Day.  

Today is a very sad day and to be honest with you, this day is one that I wish I could erase from my memory.  

However, this day marks a permanent scar to the families of the victims who died last Friday.  

Today is a day that brings nothing but tears, sorrow and pains to the families, the people of Nkomazi and South Africa.  

Today is a memorial service in our Province, of 25 precious lives that have been lost in a terrible accident of a train and a truck ferrying 
farm workers.  

Many of these lives were young lives and that says this tragedy has affected the future of the Province and the Country. 

 

We celebrated Nelson Mandela day yesterday, and many people went out to do good and yet families and friends of the victims of the 
tragic accidents were engulfed in unexplainable grief, pains and sorrows.  

This pain was made worse by the way in which their loved once passed on. To be honest with you, this has affected me personally and I 
have not as yet fully recovered. What I saw, was beyond what I could stand, and I think I need extra counseling myself.  

Over the time, I have been with the Department, I have advocated for a proper and functional counseling service for officials who attends 
to such accidents and this is not luxury but an essential activity to distress officials so that they do not lose their minds. 

Today we are faced with a reality that they are no more. A whole 25 lives at the same time. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, today is a sad day, and it is on days like this that it feels like the effort we put into road safety accounts to zero.  

We put so much effort and energy into guaranteeing that our people are safe in every respect in our Province and accidence like this just 
do a disservice and are a great discouragement in the efforts to curb road carnages.  

However, I must tell all of you that this make us want to work even harder to ensure that this does not happen, ever again in our Province.   

As we were visiting the families of the victims on Tuesday, it became clear that the people, who died in that horrible accident, were 
responsible individuals, committed to brightening their future and that of their children. What we witnessed was heart breaking.  

Breadwinners and young members of families counted amongst those who are no more. A very sad state of affairs.  Not long ago I went 
to Mozambique where I was leading a delegation to talk about the many accidents we are seeing on our roads in which they are also 
involved.  

Even though cross border crimes which included car and stock theft as well as rhino pouching motivated the visit, I must say that the 
shocking accidents at which 18 Mozambiquecans perished on the N4 was the final straw to get us to engage our counterpart about road 
safety issues.  

It is our intention to take the same message about Road Safety to other Provinces that are surrounding Mpumalanga like KwaZulu Natal, 
Free State, Limpopo and Gauteng.  

 

Many of the accidents in the Province are contributed by the said Provinces and Countries.  
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Our next stop is Swaziland and from there we will then engage our counterparts in the Provinces.  

When I was addressing a Strategic Plan of my Department last week Thursday I said,  

“Rural Safety as well must now find profound expression in the plans of the Department. We must have more programs that would also 
take us to rural areas because they too, deserve to live in crime free zones and only be scared of animals and insects”.   

Program Director, Rural safety should include every aspect of human safety not just crime.  

Safety is Safety, be it in the roads or at work or anywhere our people finds themselves.  

I talked about this on Thursday not knowing that on Friday we were going to have such a horrible accidents involving farm workers. This 
therefore makes me even more determined to practicalize the concept of Rural Safety. I raised this because many people may think that 
rural safety is about farmers.  

The truth is Rural Safety is not about farmers alone but it includes farm workers as well and as a Department we will go all out to ensure it 
happens. 

Another issue that I raised with my Department was that of School Safety, in which I said we must ensure that schools are the made safer 
than ever before. There should be no drugs and weapons there and schools should be places of learning and teaching.  

We have committed as a Department, to install two Computerized Learners License Testing Systems in eMalahleni (Witbank) and Lekwa 
(Standerton) Driving License Testing Centres. 

Over and above the Computerized Learners Testing Systems, we committed to install four queuing systems at eMalahleni (Witbank), 
Lekwa (Standerton), Thembisile Hani (KwaMhlanga) and Bushbuckridge (Mapulaneng). 

This we do to deal with license corruption and without pointing fingers we want quality drivers on the roads so that we bring an end to 
unnecessary road deaths.  

Our intention as a Department is to completely eliminate road carnage and we realize that, that can be achieved through qualitative 
license testing methods.  

Members of the public must now understand and start to appreciate the work of Traffic Officials and the Police when they become hard 
on people who break the law.  

It is in that spirit that I am calling on every member of the community to be a Policemen/women or a Traffic Official on our roads. You 
must inform law enforcement officials every time you come across something that has a potential to cause harm on our roads.  

I announced in my policy and budget speech we will focus mainly on educating children at pre-schools, right at Early childhood 
development stages to expose them to road safety.  

More over we planned to also establish an advance Junior Traffic Training Centre (JTTC) in partnership with TSB that is to be built here 
at Nkomazi Local Municipality in Tonga.  

In that centre we will have electronic devices and learners will use pedal vehicles other than push wheels to get use to controlling and 
respecting road signs.  

We have committed to do all this in order to address and be in a position to produce a quality driver.  

We want to teach them while they are still young and willing to learn so that in the future we eliminate human errors which results in 
disasters on our roads.  

We are sending our heartfelt condolences to the families of the deceased, the survivors who are in hospitals and wish them all the speedy 
recovery.  

 

Esingakusho wukuthi uNkulunkulu uphile kanti futhi uNkulunkulu uthathile. 

 

Siyabonga. 


