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Remarks of MEC VR Shongwe Fire Awareness Soccer Challenge  held in Mbombela Stadium 

on the 16th June 2012. 

 

Program Director, 

The Ward Councillor  

The Member of Mayoral Committee of Mbombela Municipality 

Representatives of  Lowveld Escapement Fire Protection Association,  

Representative of Trac,  

Representative of Twycross Farms,  

Representative of Mdluli Funds  

Representative of Matsafeni Trust 

CDW’s amongst us 

And our reliable allies, members of the media, 

Particularly MPower FM, 

Ladies and gentlemen 

 

I greet you all. 

 

Let me take this opportunity to thank the organizers of the Fire Awareness  Soccer Challenge for inviting me, not only to grace but to also 

say a word or two in your occasion. It is indeed heartwarming and I really appreciate the opportunity. 

 

This soccer challenge is organized on the 16
th
 of June and as South Africans, we know very well that it was on this day that the struggle 

for the liberation of an African child took a bold step forward. The youth took to the streets to fight a system which inflicted pain and 

suffering to them. Since that faithful day of June 16 1976, South Africa changed and today we can safely say we are free.  

 

As a result, young people lost their lifes, some were injured and other went to exile while a number of them remained in the country and 

were subjected to unimaginable pains and suffering. 

 

To the organizers of this event, it is with great pleasure that we are today organizing and mobilizing the youth and society not to the street 

but to honorable causes like this one. 

 

We are already in the fire season and as such we must capacitate our communities and members of society about the dangers and 

destruction that fires can cause to both humans and the environment.  

 

This tournament comes at the time when we are engulfed by service delivery protests which are forever violent and includes a lot of 

burning of tires. This means that at any given time this tires may lend at a wrong place and immediately cause disaster.  

 

It is initiatives of this nature that will assist and help educate our communities. Fire is fire, it burns and is destructive in its nature, and with 

tournaments like this being coordinated and supported by communities and the private sector, as government we become hopeful that 

more and more people will understand the implications of playing with fire.  

 

Its easy to start it, but even harder to put it down. 

 

Last week upon my return from Mozambique where I had gone to discuss the many fatal accidents on our roads and criminal activities 

involving both the South African and Mozambiquens, I went to Arconhook to hand over a house to Gogo Mathebula. 

 

Program Director, some may be asking what do I have to do with housing as an MEC for Community Safety Security and Liaison. The 

reason why we were there is because we found out that Gogo Mathebula was a person who lived alone in a mud house that did not have 

proper security.  
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The door into her one room house was not locking. Criminals took an advantage that she was defenseless and her house was easily 

accessible.  

 

Her house was broken into more than once and she was raped twice while in her house during the night. Gogo was always afraid to be in 

her house especially during the night because she would not know when the criminals were going to come back again. The house was 

built by joint efforts of the private sector, the community and government. 

 

This is an unbelievable but a truthful reality of the kind of society we have as South Africans.  

 

 

I am raising this with you so that you understand and appreciate the extent of the social problems we have in the country and to deal with 

them, we need a working partnership between the private sector, the communities, NGO’s and Government.  

 

I notice a powerful and working formulae here. The combination of Lowveld Escapement Fire Protection Association, Trac (N4), Twycross 

Farms, Mdluli Funds and Matsafeni Trust as well as Government is strong and desirable. The involvement and the participation of the 

community at large, through their representative makes the formulae even more powerful.  

It is that miracle that we need to overcome the problems of fire in our Province. I want this partnership to be cemented and go beyond 

issues of fire. It should talk all social issues and you must go out there and mobilize others to join you and make a broad front that is 

ready to respond and make awareness a nerve center to build communities that is highly educated about fires and other social issues.  

 

When others are dealing with fire, others should be dealing with HIV/AIDS, other preoccupied with Violence Against Woman and 

Children, while others are looking drugs and alcohol abuse.  

 

In that way we will be even more successful as a country and the People of South Africa. 

 

As the people we must always anticipate that a fire disaster can happen at any time and we must know escape routes and safety zones 

at all time. I want to also challenge the organizers of this Fire Awareness Challenge to take time to teach civilians like me the basics of 

escaping fire disasters. I am appealing that as part of what you must do, would be to get communities to have their home fire escape 

plans.  

 

The reason why agreed again to come to address this gathering is because I believe that awareness is vital and it is one of the 

cornerstones towards building caring and safer societies. We must be aware about the dangers of fire and the level at which it can cause 

harm.   

 

In Closing Program Director let me take this opportunity once more to thank the organizers of this challenges and wish them a fruitful and 

successful event.  

 

This event is important because it puts to the fore the importance of education and flagging a sensitive issue which is that we must be 

aware about the dangers of fire.  

 

So as we play, at the back of our  minds should be, how best are we going to use the knowledge we will get about fire and its 

implications, going to help us protect the farms, the environment, the life stock and house fires in general in the future. We must leave 

here confident that we are ready to protect properties, farms and lifestock from fires at all times throughout the fire season and beyond.  

 

The fire season is upon us, let us not play with fire.  

 

 

Obrigado!!!!!   

 

Thank you. 


