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Keynote address by MEC VR Shongwe, 

National Police Day 2013,Mbombela Stadium 

06 March 2013 

Provincial commissioner, Lt General  TR 

Ntobela 

Chairperson Provincial CPF Board, Mr. K Pillay 

Manager :Business Against Crime(BAC), Mrs Y 

du Toit 

POPCRU Representative, Lt Colonel F Monini 

SAPU Representative, Mr. Magagula 

Leadership from DCSSL in general 

Leadership from SAPS in general 

Our Heroes and Heroines present 

Programme Directors 
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We are all excited to have gathered here 

because our presence here today is not a 

normal one. We are here to celebrate our 

heroes and heroines, our police officers, 

those of us who have made it their 

responsibility to inspire the communities 

and work towards a safer environment of all 

people who live in the Province.  

 

Programme Director, it can only be selfless 

people who see a need to go an extra mile 

and help those in need. To be selfless is to 

be prepared to suppress your needs and go 

out and concentrate on achieving good for 

the whole community. It is about forgetting 

about yourself and dedicate your energy, 

time and resources in order to make a 

change. South Africa needs these kinds of 

people. 
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The National Police Day of the South 

African Police Service (SAPS) remembers 

the sacrifices that our men and women in 

blue have made and continue to make as 

they provide safety for all who live in South 

Africa. The SAPS continues to applaud 

those members who give dignity to the blue 

uniform and especially honour the bravery 

of those members whose commitment was 

met with loss of life. 

 

During this period the SAPS will also reflect 

on their achievements in many forms and 

what still needs to be done to create safer 

environments for all people in South Africa. 
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This is driven by Governments clear 

intention to reduce serious and violent 

crime, and in particular contact crimes each 

year. Contact crimes such as murder, rape, 

assault and indecent assault - crimes in 

which there is contact between the 

perpetrator and the victim needs more 

attention. 

Members of the SAPS are expected to 

comply with the SAPS Code of Conduct 

and Ethics, which prescribes and 

emphasises the importance of ethical 

behaviour and integrity for all employees.  
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Programme  director , ladies and 

gentlemen, Our commitment towards 

ensuring that all South African are secured 

and feel safe in their homes, their places of 

work, their communities and in their own 

streets cannot overemphasised. This is 

evidenced by the recent crime statistics 

which show that, together, we are making 

inroads in certain crime categories, 

particularly contact crime. 

 

The Premier in his state of the Province 

address indicated that What is also worth 

point out is that during the festive season 

we witnessed an incident free festive.   
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This demonstrates that we are indeed 

turning the tide against crime.  Early this 

year we hosted the Orange Africa Cup of 

Nations at Mbombela stadium and He 

further congratulated  and commended the 

sterling work displayed   by the security 

cluster especially the leadership of SAPS 

and DCSSL as there were no serious 

incidents recorded during the tournament. 

Our congratulations go to all the law 

enforcement agencies in the province, to all 

of you for the hardworking and dedication 

displayed . It is evident that there is a 

marginal increase  in the public’s 

appreciation of how government is doing in 



 7 

reducing crime levels when compared to 

some few years ago. I should think we 

need to give ourselves a hard round of 

applause for the strides we have made 

so far. 

While we appreciate these gains, it is 

important to note that war against crime is 

still far from over and it cannot be won 

unless we all join hands in making our 

efforts work. 

The recent brutal killings and abuse 

displayed compels us to do more and the 

President of the republic made a clarion to 

all of us that we need to focus mainly on the 

issues of Gender base violence ,Women 

and children abuse.  
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The brutal gang rape and murder of Anene 

Booysen and other women and girls in 

recent times has brought into sharp focus 

the need for unity in action to eradicate this 

scourge. This calls for everyone to take part 

and it also says we have a huge 

responsibility ahead. 

Some few days ago I received a 

memorandum from a group of women and 

including men called themselves Brothers 

for Life in Lekwa Municipality requesting our 

government to act swiftly on all matters of 

sexual offences, that there should be harsh 

sentences for sexual related offences, 

further requesting that we capacitate our 

Human resources on issues relating to 

investigations of sexual offences and 

ultimately to fund all designated centers for 

victims of abuse.  
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The President further said , I quote “The 

brutality and cruelty meted out to 

defenseless women is unacceptable and 

has no place in our country ” Close quote 

.And that We urge all JCPS cluster and 

even an ordinary citizen to make the 

campaign of fighting violence against 

women and children an everyday 

campaign. The  law enforcement agencies 

should  treat these cases with the utmost 

urgency and importance.The domestic 

violence perpetrated against women and 

girl children require that all the citizens of 

the Province take a stand and say NO TO 

ABUSERS!  These acts have no place in 

our society. 

Let me quote from the Premier in his state 

of the Province address that we all know 

that the Growth Path has identified the 



 10 

tourism sector as one of the key drivers for 

economic growth and job creation in the 

Province. We are also aware that the 

Province remains one of the preferred 

destinations by tourists. Therefore, it is 

critical that we have to continue ensuring 

that all our tourists are and feel safe in the 

Province. Tourist Safety Monitors will 

always be working together with the police 

and community structures to ensure safety 

our tourists. 

I would like to plead to everyone that we 

bow our heads in respect and honor to 

seven(7) police officers who lost their lives 

in the line of duty as a Province, from 1
st
 

April 2012 to 31 March 2013.   
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As law-abiding South Africans, we are 

saying we shall never forget their dedication 

and contribution to the just cause of human 

stability.  A moment of silence should be 

observed for a minute…….May their 

souls rest in peace. 

Let’s all welcome in our mist the family 

members of our Police officers who lost 

their lives while on duty during the year 

2012 -2013 present here. We say thank 

you for your courage and appreciate 

your support presented. Can we allow 

them to stand up. 

Whilst remembrance of a loved one is a 

significant heartfelt expression, we 

challenge all South Africans to go beyond 

remembrance.  We call upon all law-abiding 

citizens of our nation, to pledge and 

demonstrate through actions, that as 
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society you shall endeavour to also protect 

our police officers against vicious criminals. 

The killing of police officers should be 

stopped instantly. Phansi…… 

ngokubulawa kwaMaphoyisa 

Phansi……Phambili ngokulwa 

nobugebengu Phambili… 

Policing remains a very difficult and 

challenging duty.  Almost on a daily basis 

our members face dangerous and vicious 

criminals, who will not hesitate to kill our 

officers or even law-abiding citizens.   

We want to highlight this reality to all people 

of Mpumalanga  so that as they criticize 

police, they should do so having a clearer 

understanding of environments within which 

police operate.  We are saying appreciate 

our men and women in blue whilst they are 

still alive.  
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We reiterate that the killing of our police 

officers is a direct threat to our hard-won 

Constitutional democracy; a threat that 

should not be taken lightly by society.   On 

this occasion we are making a clarion call 

to all the people of Mpumalanga to play an 

active role in the fight against crime.   

The preventive capacity on crime lies with 

the rest of society. What is key now 

Prgramme Director is that  We need to 

continue to host series of educational 

awareness programs to embark on 

educating our people so as to learn that 

police officers are ordinary people who 

needs everyone’s support to vigorously 

fight all elements of crimes exists in 

livelihood.  

Police officers are part of our communities, 

we live with them in our neighbourhoods, 
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their also husbands and wives and have  

families and they need to be treated with 

respect and should be also feeling a sense 

of belonging to our communities. We should 

avoid treating them like outsiders or aliens.  

They are legislative mandate is to prevent, 

combat and investigate crime, maintain 

public order and to uphold and enforce the 

law.  

Programme Director  I was fascinated by 

the Premier of the Province when He said 

in his speech during the State of the 

Province Address on the 1
st
 March 2013. I 

quote ,” I wish to invite all the people of this 

Province, young and old, Black and White, 

affluent and poor, to walk with us, as 

Government, in this difficult journey”.  
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It is a journey full of all sorts of challenges. 

Let us draw strength from our difficult past. 

We fell and risen together during those 

trying times. 

The challenges of today cannot make us to 

despair and give up everything that we 

have fought for. This is our elephant. Let us 

all join our efforts and confront our 

challenges and in so doing, we will be 

preparing a better future for our children 

and many generations to come. I close 

quote. 

To this end one can also appreciate the 
contribution made by every person in South 
Africa in particular Mpumalanga citizens 
supporting the efforts of the SAPS, thereby 
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acknowledging that crime cannot be dealt 
with effectively by the police alone. Indeed, 
establishing workable partnerships with 
communities in the fight against crime and 
inculcating due respect among our people 
for the Rule of Law, will make a marked 
difference in our fight against criminals and 
criminality. As law-abiding communities 
forge enduring partnership with the police, 
life will become more difficult for the 
criminals. 

Let us ACT Against Crime Together and 
build a safer South Africa for all by picking 
the spear today and run. 

 

I Thank you all 

 


