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Remarks:MEC VR SHONGWE 

during the Imbizo in Amersfoort, Zamokuhle stadium 

10 MARCH 2013 

Allocated Time: 35 Minutes Maximum 

The Executive Mayor of Gert Sibande 

District Clr. MPP Nhlabathi 

The Executive Mayor of Pixley Ka Isaka 

Seme Local Municipality Cllr PV Malatsi 

Executive Mayor of Emalahleni Municipality 

Clr Salome Sithole 

Executive Mayor of Msukaligwa 

Municipality Clr Joseph Bongwe 

The Executive Mayor of Mkhondo 

Municipality Clr Bhekabantu Mtshali 

The Executive Mayor of Lekwa Municipality 

Clr Caroline Morajane 

The Executive Mayor of Dipaliseng Clr 

Sarah Nhlapho 
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Public Safety Councillor  from Albert Luthuli 

Clr Masuku 

Public Safety Councillor  from 

DipalisengClrMasuku 

Speaker of Mkhondo Municipality Clr PC 

Langa 

Speaker of Gert Sibande District Clr Snana 

Dlamini 

ANC Regional Deputy Chairperson Cde 

Thandi Ngonono 

ANC Regional Deputy Secretary Gert 

Sibande CdeThulani Touch Ndlovu 

Youth Organizations Present here 

Labour Movement Representatives 

SANCO Representatives 

Business Against Crime Representatives 

Chapter Nine (9) Institutions 
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The Provincial Chairperson of the CPF, Mr. 

Kevin Pillay 

Acting Provincial Commissioner, Major 

General Kekana 

The Head of Department, Mr. Thulani 

Sibuyi 

JCPS members 

Management from DCSSL 

Members of the different CPF’s 

All Councilors 

CDW’s Present 

Tourist Safety officers 

Members of the media  

Government Sister Departments present 

here 



 

 

4 

Most importantly, the members of the 

community present, your presence it 

primarily appreciated 

Ladies and gentlemen, receive my fraternal 

greetings. Some of you will remember that 

on the 8
th
 of March 2013, last Friday that we 

were commemorating the International 

Women’s Day, on the 8
th
 of March, under 

the theme that says I quote : 

“A promise is a promise: Time for action to 

end violence against women” and as part of 

the United Nations we are all urged to wear 

black clothes every Fridays as a symbol to 

fight abuse and killings of women and 

children in the whole world(Siyazila).  I want 

to quote from the Message of the UN 

secretary General Ban Ki Moon that says” 

To those women we say: the United 

Nations stands with you.  
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As Secretary-General, I insist that the 

welfare of all victims of sexual violence in 

conflict must be at the forefront of our 

activities. And I instruct my senior advisors 

to make our response to sexual violence a 

priority in all of our peace-making, 

peacekeeping and peacebuilding activities. 

We gathered here today in order to deal 

with incidences of crime through community 

participation because our belief is that 

public Participation is an opportunity for the 

public to strengthen partnerships with 

government because government alone 

cannot fight against crime. This requires 

you and me.  

We describe this activity as a citizen-

oriented communication initiative of the 

democratic Government to ensure regular 
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contact between elected public 

representatives and citizens. 

This kind of interaction with communities 

are meant to offer leaders of government, 

particularly myself as an MEC for 

Community Safety, Security and Liaison an 

opportunity to get a feedback from you 

about challenges, innovative ideas and 

opportunities that we may explore  in the 

fight against crime and road carnage in our 

province.  

This will further allows Government to 

identify the bottlenecks and device urgent 

interventions meant to address them. This 

exercise help us not to resort to violent 

service delivery protests which serves only 

reverse the strides we have made since the 

inception of our democracy. 
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This approach allows follow up visits to 

ensure that progress is made on issues 

identified and that solutions are 

implemented in a sustainable way.  

This interactive session allows members of 

the community to have a Co-ordinated and 

integrated which seeks to enhance crime 

prevention interventions,Creation of 

effective partnerships and to address police 

killings, Our Joint planning, implementation, 

monitoring and evaluation of crimes in our 

communities where we live in will curb the 

scourge. 

We need to learn as communities that 

those who were ex-offenders should be re-

integrated, we need to accept them, live 

with them, teach them , support them in 

them to feel part of the community again. 

Some of these people are juveniles who 
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needs our support in any way. The support 

system base should be very stronger and 

stronger so as to assist  and educate the 

younger ones not to fall in the same traps.  

We encourage everyone to work with 

government to accomplish the interests of 

the people as a whole. This is one way in 

which we live up to our commitment as the 

Government of Mpumalanga that you must 

be involved in our work as a means to 

strengthen the foundations of this 

democracy.  

Some of us have experienced incidence of 

crime, while for other the experience is 

multiple. The big issue is that we cannot 

afford to have crime ridden communities. 

Some of you had been victims of rapes and 

abuse, victims of burglary, theft and 

hijackings and robberies in your own 
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households.I should think we all share the 

same sentiments. We all agree that crime is 

painful and must be stopped. The truth is 

government or Police alone cannot do it 

hence we have come to engage with you 

about these challenges, to come up with 

innovative ideas and opportunities that we 

may have in the fight against crime. 

Analysis of certain categories of crimes 

have revealed that it usually occur between 

people who know each other (e.g. friends, 

acquaintances and relatives). We call upon 

all civil society structures to partner with us 

in the fight against crime. There must be 

collective efforts that seeks to enhance that 

damage caused so far. SekwaneleManje 

we need to stop it. 

As we are gathered here today soon we 

shall be commemorating the National 
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Human Rights Day on the 21 of March 

2013 in this Municipality where we take 

stock of the progress we are making in our 

efforts to promote, develop and protect 

human rights in our country since the dawn 

of democracy in 1994. 

For many of us, the scars of this sad event 
still remain deeply embedded in our 
memories and similarly in many areas the 
evil consequences of apartheid continue to 
be clearly visible, 18 years into our 
democracy. 
On this month  we are called upon to 
remember where we have been and where 
we would never want to be again. 
We are indeed reminded that though we 
have made significant gains in the 
promotion, development and protection of 
human rights since the advent of 
democracy, we still have to do more to 
ensure that human dignity, equality and 
freedom is permanently entrenched in the 
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lives of our people.The Bill of Rights under 
Chapter 2 of the constitution provides that  

Everyone has the right to life and the big 
question why we rape  mothers, sisters 
children , our grand mothers and brutally  
kill them. 

President of the republic made a clarion to 

all of us that we need to focus mainly on the 

issues of Gender base violence ,Women 

and children abuse. We urge all of you to 

make the campaign of fighting violence 

against women and children an everyday 

campaign. The  law enforcement agencies 

should  treat these cases with the utmost 

urgency and importance. 

The brutal gang rape and murder of 

AneneBooysen, the killing of 

ReevaSteenkamp and other women and 

girls in recent times has brought into sharp 

focus the need for unity in action to 
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eradicate this scourge. This calls for 

everyone to take part and it also says we 

have a huge responsibility ahead of us and 

as Province we support the call by the UN 

Secretary general and the call by the 

President of the Republic of South Africa. 

Some few weeks ago I received a 
memorandum from a group of women old 
and young  including men who called 
themselves Brothers for Life in Lekwa 
Municipality requesting our government to 
act swiftly on all matters of sexual offences, 
that there should be harsh sentences for 
sexual related offences, further requesting 
that we capacitate our Human resources on 
issues relating to investigations of sexual 
offences. The Memorundum was swiftly 
sent to the National Minister to realize the 
hue and cry of our people in our province. 
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Many assault GrievousBodily Harm and 

common assault cases, murders and rapes 

have all shown evidence of involving people 

known to one another. 

My fellow friends ,recently we seen a 

tendency in our communities wherein our 

own elderly people are abused and some 

are raped and even killed by their own 

grandsons, and neighbours.  

In some situations our elderly people are 

cheated by people whom they know in their 

own communities, wherein their pension 

grants are taken. These grannies are 

playing a parental role in most families, they 

are bread winners of our families, they feed, 

cloth and educate our families. Some of you 

will agree with me that most orphans are 

only left with their grannies. 
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We are working very closely with SASSA to 

deal with most of the incidences happening 

in paying points.  

These barbaric , evil and inhumane acts 

should be stopped instantly. It is upon us do 

such, we are the owners of the problems 

and we are the ones who have to work 

together and come up with solutions to the 

problems and fight all this evil acts. You 

and me have a huge role to play on the 

issues aforementioned.   

We would like to encourage all of you to  

join the fight against crimes at all points and 

take part in the Community Policing Forums 

as this may assist in the reductionof crime.  

Often our police officers are killed while on 

duty, We need to start to realize that when 

we kill a police, we are  killing ourselves 

and the big question is  who will protect 
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you, your family, your community or us all  

and some are killed by our own friends, 

neighbours, and communities and we do 

not report these issues. These police are 

patriotic and brave freedom fighters who 

worked for the safety of our communities. 

These police officers are our won brothers 

and sisters, These police officers are very 

conscious of defending the citizens at the 

expense of their lives as they die while on 

duty for your own safety. Why are we killing 

them?.Who shall protect you if there are no 

police at all.These police are our protectors 

and our shield. We need to support and 

protect them at all times.  

It is upon us to fight back those who wants 

to achieve their own interests not the 

interest our society. 
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We need to report all crimes happening in 

our livelihood to name a few, in our next 

door, our malls, taxi ranks, our streets . We 

know these people, they are our friends, 

brothers, uncles and neighbours, Why are 

we keeping quite folding our arms about 

this immoral and evil acts whilst our people 

are crying Awol /sadly.  

(Please pause in for parag between and 

say it very strongly).It is upon us to say  

::::it is enough with abuse of children::::, 

enough with abuse of women::::, enough 

with theft and hijacking::::, enough with 

killing of police and innocent people::::, 

enough with compelling of people to 

participate in any demonstration or 

gathering wrongfully.  
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We fought for this emergent democracy and 

we need to nourish it. Service delivery 

protests remain a huge  challenge almost 

80% of our local municipalities in South 

Africa  and these poses a threat to the 

security of our nation as a whole. The big 

question is how best can we do to assist in 

avoiding these unforseen perennial 

challenges affecting our communities. 

Chairperson, I want to bring to the attention 

of our people that there is an Act which 

governs gatherings and demonstrations in 

the country. The Regulation of 

GatheringActof 1993, Act Number 205 of 

1993.Chapter 3, point number 10. I quote “ 

No person shall in any manner whatsoever 

, either before or during a gathering or 

demonstration, compel or attempt to 

compel any person to attend or join or 

participate in the gathering and the 
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Convener and Marshals , if any shall take 

all reasonable steps to prevent any person 

from being so compelled”.Let me indicate to 

you that the constitution also states 

explicitly that people have the right to 

association, beliefs and freedom of 

expession, whilst we take cognisance of the 

the above it is upon us again to do what is 

right and avoid what is wrong because we 

shall continue to protect the rights of all our 

people. We are requesting that every one 

must start to respect individuals rights. 

My fellow friends, again we need to look 
back where we come from, where we are 
going, or where we want to be , thus we 
have collective responsibility to ensure that 
whatever we do today have a positive 
bearing to the life of the next generation. 
We all know that it is not us who are going 
to reap what we are ploughing today.  
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Our generations will enjoy our sweat 
whether nice or bitter. So we must be 
determined that we do things correctly, I 
repeat again correctly so that the end 
product constitute a harmonious nation that 
we envisaged. 
Let me appreciate the time given, the 
chance to interact, the chance again to say 
together what could be done to rescue all 
this perennial challenges facing all of us. 
We know that there are lots of factors that 
contribute to the whole but the dialogue 
today may assist us to move towards a 
brighter future and  with time we can make 
it to our own advantage. 
 
In conclusion, there is song that says 
“Divided we fall and together we stand” and 
I believe we never wish to see criminals 
ruling this world, they are few, we can win 
the battle if we strive vigorously to root out 
crime and road carnages in our lifetime.  
I thank you All….. 


